blood of native British tribes and of the invading
Anglish, makes discoveries that divide his loyalties.

Maximum Ride: The angel experiment
James Patterson

After the mutant Erasers abduct the youngest member
of their group, the "bird kids," who are the result of
genetic experimentation, take off in pursuit and find
themselves struggling to understand their own origins
and purpose. First in a series.

The alchemyst : the secrets of the immortal Nicholas
Flamel
Michael Scott

While working at pleasant but mundane summer jobs in
San Francisco, fifteen-year-old twins, Sophie and Josh,
suddenly find themselves caught up in the deadly, cen-
turies-old struggle between rival alchemists, Nicholas
Flamel and John Dee, over the possession of an ancient
and powerful book holding the secret formulas for al-
chemy and everlasting life. First in a series.

The thief
Megan Whalen Turner

After Gen's bragging lands him in the king's prison, the
chances of escape look slim. Then the king's scholar,
the magus, needs the thief's skill for a seemingly impos-

sible task -- to steal a hidden treasure from another land.

To the magus, Gen is just a tool. But Gen is a trickster
and a survivor with a plan of his own. Sequels: The
Queen of Attolia, The King of Attolia

I am the messenger
Markus Zusak

Meet Ed Kennedy—underage cabdriver, pathetic card-
player, and useless at romance. He lives in a shack with
his coffee-addicted dog, the Doorman, and he’s hope-
lessly in love with his best friend, Audrey. His life is
one of peaceful routine and incompetence, until he in-
advertently stops a bank robbery. That’s when the first
Ace arrives. That’s when Ed becomes the messenger. . .
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Chains
Lauri Halse Anderson

Isabel and her 5-year-old sister, Ruth, had been prom-
ised their freedom in their mistress's will, but a greedy
nephew sells them, and they're moved from Rhode Is-
land to a Tory house in New York. Asked to spy on her
owners for the Patriot cause, she is reluctant, until she
realizes her loyalty lies with the side that can provide
her with freedom.

The compound
S.A. Bodeen

After his family has spent six years in a vast under-
ground compound built by his wealthy father to protect
them from a nuclear holocaust, fifteen-year-old Eli,
whose twin brother and grandmother were left behind,
discovers that his father has perpetrated a monstrous
hoax on them all.

Brightly woven
Alexandra Bracken

Sixteen-year-old Sydelle Mirabel, an unusually talented
weaver, must master her mysterious power and join a
young wizard in stopping an imminent war in land.

Over sea, under stone
Susan Cooper

On the Midwinter Day that is his eleventh birthday,
Will Stanton discovers a special gift -- that he is the last
of the Old Ones . . . Immortals dedicated to keeping the
world from domination by the forces of evil, the Dark.
At once, he is plunged into a quest for the six magical
signs that will one day aid the Old Ones in the final
battle between the Dark and the Light.

Sequels: Dark is rising, Greenwitch, The grey king,
Silver on the tree

The chocolate war
Robert Cormier

A high school freshman discovers the devastating con-
sequences of refusing to join in the school's annual fund
raising drive and arousing the wrath of the school bul-
lies

Little brother
Cory Doctorow

After being interrogated for days by the Department of
Homeland Security in the aftermath of a major terrorist
attack on San Francisco, California, seventeen-year-old
Marcus, released into what is now a police state, de-
cides to use his expertise in computer hacking to set
things right.

Warriors in the crossfire
Bo Flood

Joseph helps his family to survive when the natives of
Saipan are caught in the crossfire between the Japanese
soldiers and the American troops at the end of World
War IL

Anne Steelyard : the garden of emptiness
Barbara Hambly

The British aristocrat Gertrude Bell served as inspira-
tion for the Indiana Jones-like adventures of this
woman archeologist, who befriends Turkish tribes peo-
ple to find a mysterious lost city while fighting super-
natural threats as World War I looms.

[EXPRESS] -- Fic Hambly

The dreamer : the consequence of Nathan Hale
Lora Innes

Beatrice "Bea" Whaley is having vivid dreams about a
brave and handsome soldier named Alan Warren, a
member of an elite group known as Knowlton's Rangers
that fought during the Revolutionary War. Prone to
keeping her head in the clouds, Bea welcomes her
nightly adventures in 1776; filled with danger and ro-
mance they give her much to muse about the next day.
But it is not long before Beatrice questions whether her
dreams are simply dreams or something more.
[EXPRESS] -- Fic Innes

Epic
Conor Kostick

On New Earth, society is governed and conflicts are
resolved in the arena of a fantasy computer game, Epic.
If you win, you have the chance to fulfill your dreams;
if you lose, your life both in and out of the game is
worth nothing. When teenage Erik dares to subvert the
rules of Epic, he and his friends must face the Commit-
tee. If Erik and his friends win, they may have the key
to destroying the Committee’s tyranny. But if they

lose . ..

Spindle's end
Robin McKinley

The infant princess Briar Rose is cursed on her name
day by Pernicia, an evil fairy, and then whisked away
by a young fairy to be raised in a remote part of a magi-
cal country, unaware of her real identity and hidden
from Pernicia's vengeful powers.

Bloodline
Katy Moran

While traveling through early seventh-century Britain
trying to stop an impending war, Essa, who bears the




